
 

 

 

RESOLUTION TO ENDORSE CONCEPT OF  

CEDAR RIVERSIDE SPECIAL SERVICE DISTRICT, 

SUPPORT FURTHER OUTREACH,  

AND SUPPORT PREPARATION OF PETITION  

 

WHEREAS, the Cedar Riverside Partnership has committed to focus on initiatives that 

have identifiable support through neighborhood and community planning (as expressed in 

such plans as the Cedar Riverside Small Area Plan and the Cedar Riverside NRP Action 

Plan), including safety, transit and transportation infrastructure, economic development, 

and youth; 

 

WHEREAS, the Partnership adopted a resolution to endorse an Integrated Framework of 

Infrastructure Investments and Land Use Planning, and this Framework identified a 

coordinated vision for Riverside Avenue as a priority for the Partnership’s focus, 

including recommendations for building and parking placement, streetscape or landscape 

enhancements, and other amenities;   

 

WHEREAS, the reconstruction of Riverside Avenue in 2011 and 2012 offers the 

opportunity to make long-term improvements that will shape the character of the street 

for the next 50 years; 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Minneapolis is currently exploring Cedar Avenue sidewalk and 

streetscape improvements, Hennepin County has committed $300,000 toward such 

improvements, and whatever is implemented on Cedar Avenue may be affected by the 

availability of a Special Service District;  

 

WHEREAS, the Partnership adopted a resolution to endorse a Partnership focus on the 

Riverside Avenue Streetscape and the CHANCE Special Service District Study in 

December 21, 2010; 

 

WHEREAS, the student consultant team working on the CHANCE Special Service 

District Study prepared a series of estimates of the services and costs for a Special 

Service District in Cedar Riverside that were refined based on Partnership input; 

 

WHEREAS, initial interest in a Special Service District was expressed at the Partnership 

meeting on March 14, 2011 after a presentation by the CHANCE student consultant 

team;  

 

WHEREAS, a Special Service District Work Group of Partnership members has met 

three times to discuss the details of a Special Service District and provide feedback to the 

student consultant team to identify the best set of services for a Special Service District; 

and 



 

 

 

WHEREAS, the CHANCE student consultant team completed their report, Feasibility 

Study of a Special Service District in Cedar Riverside, on May 13, 2011; 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Cedar Riverside Partnership hereby 

expresses its gratitude to the University of Minnesota Humphrey School of Public Affairs 

and Sasha Bergman, Andrew Grewell, and Jacob Walls for their thorough research and 

commitment to working with the Partnership for the benefit of Cedar Riverside; 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Partnership hereby expresses support for the 

concept of a Special Service District in Cedar Riverside to promote neighborhood safety 

and livability through streetscape enhancements and special services, and identifies, for 

purposes of further consideration, Scenario 5 in the University of Minnesota CHANCE 

Study as the preferred service area and list of services in such a District; 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Partnership hereby requests that Augsburg 

College, Fairview Health Services, Sherman and Associates, and the University of 

Minnesota communicate their institutional support for this concept and Scenario 5 on or 

before June 23, 2011;  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Partnership hereby requests that, upon a 

favorable response from Augsburg College, Fairview Health Services, Sherman and 

Associates, and the University of Minnesota,  the West Bank Business Association and 

the African Development Center engage in further outreach to other property owners and 

businesses in order to gauge support for a Special Services District in Cedar Riverside 

and obtain further feedback on the University of Minnesota CHANCE Study 

recommendations; 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Partnership directs Counsel to continue working 

with City staff and the SSD Work Group to identify a final estimate of costs and services, 

consider alternative means of funding capital costs, consider the concept of zones for 

assessments and services, recommend a method of assessment and estimate assessments 

for stakeholders based on this method, consider a third-party managed model such as the 

Downtown Improvement District, and recommend an evaluative element to measure the 

outcomes of the SSD and confirm and communicate its value to stakeholders; and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Partnership hereby supports the drafting of a 

petition, based upon the community engagement and further recommendations of the 

SSD Work Group, in the process of drafting a petition to establish a Special Service 

District in Cedar Riverside, for consideration by the Partnership at its meeting of  

August 31, 2011.   

 
Attest: _____________________ 

 Paul Pribbenow, Chair 

 

Date: May 23, 2011 


